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VIRGINIA SENATE AND HOUSE OF DELEGATES PASS 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR ENABLING OF 

CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARDS 
  
RICHMOND, VA – The Conference Committee Report for SB5035 and HB5055, legislation that 
grants localities the ability to establish strong Civilian Review Boards (CRBs), passed out of 
both Chambers yesterday afternoon and is now headed to the Governor for his signature. 
 
This legislation is permissive, enabling localities to grant stronger review and disciplinary 
authority to their review boards, including subpoena power and the ability to issue findings on 
incidents, such as the use of force by a law-enforcement officer, death or serious injury to any 
person held in custody, serious abuse of authority or misconduct, allegedly discriminatory stops, 
and other incidents. 
 
The conferees of both Chambers reached agreement yesterday that the legislation would be 
permissive in nature, rather than a state-wide mandate, with the understanding that several 
localities have already established, or intend to establish, a CRB. The delayed enactment date of 
July 1, 2021, gives local governments the opportunity to engage with citizens groups in the 
development and implementation of their CRB. The conferees also agreed to the original Senate 
version of the bill excluding sheriffs, who are elected officials and constitutional officers, and the 
Virginia State Police because these law enforcement agencies do not fall under local authority.  
 
Earlier during this Special Session, in closing arguments on the Senate Floor following a 
two-hour debate on the original SB5035, Senator Hashmi stated “the concept of civilian 
oversight of military and policing authorities is inherent to the philosophy of the Constitution. 
This legislation is in accordance with the vision of the Constitution’s drafters who deliberately 
placed authority of the military in the hands of a civilian Commander in Chief.” 
 
The Senate bill’s Chief Patron and Co-Chief Patron were Senator Ghazala Hashmi 
(D-Chesterfield) and Senator Jennifer McClellan (D-Richmond), respectively; and in the House, 
Majority Leader Charniele Herring (D-Alexandria) patroned the legislation. 
 

### 
 
Senator Ghazala Hashmi represents Virginia’s 10th Senatorial District. She was elected to office 
in November 2019 and serves as Chair of the Senate Subcommittee on Public Education. She sits 

on these Senate Committees: Education and Healthcare; General Laws and Technology; 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Natural Resources; and Local Government.  
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